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A 04 -ijigriaw tif f1jr 
11111'.111ingtilit, itch 20515 

Octobei- 29, 2013 

The Honorable Chuck 14agel 
Secretary of Defeiise 
1000 Defeiise Ileiitagoii 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Hagel: 

We are trotibled by receiit news that tiic Air Force is weighitig, wlietlier to eliiiiinate its 
ciitire KC-10 fleot. We urge yoti to take off tile table iiiis option that would be so dett'imental to 
the strategic capabilities of otii- iiiilitary at-otjii(i the woi-ld. 

We respect that (liffieLi It (lecisioiis i -niist be iiiade to maintain i-nissioil capability withiii 
the ctirreiit fiscal constrai tits. flowever, we strongly oppose the divestiture of the KC-10 to iiieet 
budget tai-gets, Our liatioti.'s aci-ial i -cftielitig capability is too sti-ategically iiiiportant to risk. 

If the KC-10 were to be retirecl, the Air Foi-ce wotild be left witli ojily the agiiig KC-135 
to coii(itict refticliiig iiiissioiis Lititil the delivci~y of the KC-46. Uiider that seciiario, aiiy structural 
oi-  mechanical problem discovered oii a KC- I 3S could grotiiid the eiitii-e reftielijig flcet leavitig 
otir militaryand the tiatioii quite vulnerable. 

The KC- 10 is aii aircraft with (lecacies of service life remaining aiid aii oiigoitig iiltegral 
role to play in otir national defelise ititerests. We look forwai-d to pro(luctive coiiversatioiis witli 
you and yotir staff as yoii coiiiplete biidget pi -ocess atid platis foi-  FY 2015 and beyond. 

Siiicei-ely, 

00"  
to 

XRU,yYAN 
111ber of Coiigress Meiiiber of Coiigi-ess 

MIKE THOMPSW 
Meiiiber of Con -ress 0 

ROBERT E. A$DREWS 
Mciiibci -  of Cotigress 
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The Hotiorable Chuck Hagel 

October 25, 2013 
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MARK TAKANO 
Mciiibei- of Congress 

dIRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
Mciiiber of Congress 

 

~RANK710BIOND(jj  
Nlenibcr of Congi-ess 

LEONARD LANCE 
Member of Congress 

 

I-A 
Meinber of Congress 
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